
Place 

Understanding our Ministry Context 



Group Exercise
Describe where you live. What’s it like?

 

Now, respond to people’s questions about that place.

 

What are the questions we’re asking? Capture those.

 

Think of a church that is flourishing in your area, who are they appealing to and why is that?



Introduction

1.       What are we talking about?

2.       Why do we need this?

3.       How do we do it?



1. What are we talking about?
1.       Demographically: who’s there?

2.       Ethnically:              where are they from?

3.       Geographically:     how does it fit in?

4.       Historically:           what’s its story?

5.       Ideologically:         what does it think?

6.       Culturally:              how do they do things around there?

7.       Economically         what have they got?



2. Why do we need this?



3. How do we do it?
1.       See with your Eyes

2.       Listen with your Ears

3.       Feel with your Heart 



See with your eyes
Google maps

NOMIS

Datashine

Council Websites

Estate Agents (monetised geographical data)













What do we do with this?
1.       It helps choose your pastor

2.       It helps craft your pitch

3.       It helps create your plan 



20 Questions to understand a ministry focus people
1.       What are the core values of this group evident in their choices, speech and practices?
2.       What are their convictions regarding the supernatural: God, spirits, demons, unseen powers? How do they talk about God? How do they 

feel about him?
3.       What do they fear most? What do they value most: objects, ideals, goals, principles, standards? What are some of their deepest longings 

and aspirations?
4.       What is their understanding of causality, that is, the role of blessings and curses, taboos, charms, prayer, natural laws, personal efficacy, 

fatalism and the like?
5.       What concept of time do they have? Is it linear or cyclical, more task oriented or event oriented? Are they most focussed on the events of 

the past, the present, or the future?
6.       What is the social structure of society? What is the most important social unit: the nuclear family, the extended family, the clan, the nation 

or the tribe?
7.       How is the larger society governed? Who are the key people of influence? What are the primary institutions?
8.       How are decisions made? Is individual freedom valued over the wishes of the group, or are personal decisions subordinate to the wishes 

of the group?
9.       What are the forms of socialization? How are the children disciplined and educated? How does society deal with social deviation and 

reward positive behaviour?
10.   What are the means of social control: police, courts, jail, peer pressure, or ostracism?



11.   What are the means of transportation and communication? How is information passed on or disseminated? 
What or who is considered a credible source?

12.   What are the key rites of passage (e.g. birth, entering adulthood, marriage, death) and how are they 
conducted or ritualized? What meanings are associated with them, and what larger role do they play in 
society?

13.   What can you learn from their holy days and festivities?
14.   Who are their heroes, past and present?
15.   What do popular myths, legends, stories, and metaphors communicate about the culture and worldview?
16.   What is their attitude towards social outsiders and people of other faiths?
17.   How attached is the younger generation to the traditional way? What segments of the society are more 

tradition oriented? Which are open to change?
18.   How is interpersonal and intergroup conflict resolved?
19.   How do people understand and deal with guilt, suffering and death?
20.   What are the most offensive sins of the society? What are the highest virtues?
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