
Preaching in plants



What are the particularities of preaching in 
church planting contexts? 
Time, Space, People, Stage

- Preaching to define church, set vision, culture, values 
- Time investing in the planting team & pastoral expectations
- Time evangelising unbelievers
- Time setting up – smaller team
- Proxemics
- All age Challenges = 

Opportunities

https://biblicalpreaching.net/2009/04/18/proxemic-considerations/


What is good preaching?

2 Corinthians 4 Therefore, since through God’s 
mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose 
heart. 2 Rather, we have renounced secret and 
shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we 
distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting 
forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even 
if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are 
perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds 
of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the 
gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the 
image of God. 5 For what we preach is not 
ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as 
your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let 
light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in 
our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of 
God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ.

Careful
reasoning from the Scriptures

Clear
presenting the truth unmistakably

Cutting
to the heart, compelling

Christ-full
exalting, offering Christ

Compassionate
helpful, serving, relational



Preaching to 2 audiences
Very common issue 

Preaching only to insiders  co-dependent, self-reinforcing culture that is increasingly inward-looking

Preaching can be simultaneously Evangelising // Establishing // Equipping

1. Show that what you say comes from the text – equip

2. Explain words and concepts in ordinary language – establish (use whatever pedagogical 
techniques you can lay your hands on), equip

3. Explain foundational doctrines as they come out of the passage - establish

4. Locate the message of the passage in the story of the gospel - establish

5. Show how the truth of the passage makes sense of the world – establish, equip

6. Graciously challenge current alternative assumptions or worldviews 

7. Apply the gospel to real-life circumstances of people’s lives – establish

8. Call for a response to the gospel of repentance and faith – establish 

9. Clearly communicate the gospel centred truth that comes from the passage and address ways in 
which our hearts resist that message – establish



Get feedback



Get the feedback in first
“Open the door”

- What are you preaching? Why?
- What’s your outline?
- What are you aiming at?



Books to keep you fresh

Bryan Chapell, Christ-Centered Preaching – Fallen Condition Focus

Tony Merida, The Christ-Centred Expositor – Chapell in 5 steps

J C Ryle, Christian Leaders of the Eighteenth Century – As a dying man to dying men

Millar and Campbell, Saving Eutychus

Ryan Huguley, 8 hours or less – there is an optimum sermon prep time

Greg Scharf, Prepared to Preach – prepare yourself as much as the sermon

Alec Motyer, Preaching? – proclamation not just “explaining the passage”

Ralph Davis, The Word Became Fresh – brilliant on OT narrative – don’t be dull!

Tim Keller, Preaching – the gospel for two audiences

Chris Green, Cutting to the Heart – the Word is supposed to do something

Jensen & Grimmond, The Archer and the Arrow – “My aim is to preach the gospel by 
prayerfully expounding the Bible to the people God has given me to love.” 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Christ-Centered-Preaching-Redeeming-Expository-Sermon-ebook/dp/B006THRQTQ/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Christ-Centered-Expositor-Word-Driven-Disciple-Makers/dp/1433685744/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Christian-Leaders-18th-Century-Ryle/dp/0851512682
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Hours-Less-Writing-Faithful-Sermons/dp/0802415083/
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Prepared-Preach-Proclaiming-Christian-Focus/dp/1845500431
https://www.10ofthose.com/uk/products/15557/preaching
https://uk.10ofthose.com/product/9781845501921/the-word-became-fresh-paperback
https://uk.10ofthose.com/product/9781444702187/preaching-paperback
https://uk.10ofthose.com/product/9781783592937/cutting-to-the-heart-paperback
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Archer-Arrow-Phillip-Jensen/dp/1921441801


MPT = Main Point of Text = what it meant for them then
MPS = Main Point of Sermon = what it means for us now



Deep 
focus

Monday – Build your frame

Tuesday – Open the door

Wednesday – Sweat the intro

Thursday – Land the plane

Friday – Fill in the frame

“Trust that the difference between an excellent sermon that 
you should preach and the best sermon that you could preach 
is the space that a lot of ministry needs to exist in” Dever



Theology

Exegesis

Application 



Other resources 

 https://biblicalpreaching.net/ (Peter Mead); https://utumishi.net/ (iServe Africa)

 https://www.stepbible.org/

 Listen to Keller, Piper, Dale Ralph Davis, Glen Scrivener, Ken Mbugua, Dev Menon

https://biblicalpreaching.net/
https://utumishi.net/
https://www.stepbible.org/

