
CULTURAL 

EXEGESIS



YOU HAVE A 

CULTURE



emic etic



How you 

use stuff

• Time: Task orientation vs. Relational

• Possessive of property & space vs. Possessive of information

• Systems vs. People

• Food: Sharing vs. Fueling

• Cleaning: Outward vs. Inner purity

• Display vs. Concealment

• Visit vs. Invitation

• Money matters

https://www.ugandamission.net/ministry/money/image/70obs.pdf




+ Transport, Home maintenance, Authority…     BUT difference between Benefits Class and Working Class



https://www.hofstede-insights.com/country-comparison-tool

planned                                                                                                                      spontaneous

casual                                                                                                                        formal, deferential

https://www.hofstede-insights.com/country-comparison-tool


Hierarchy

Equality

Freedom Control

US, UK

Scandinavia

Germany, China

Russia, Australia

Sam Chan interview on Pastor’s Heart

https://youtu.be/BufTPD5kXBg?si=4LZfof2fTwCkz8FB




What is shameful?

Using your position to favour 
your people.

Covering up injustice as a 
leader.

Breaking your word / promise.

Being caught telling a lie.

Being over-extended 
financially.

Scrounging.

Wastefulness.

Being uneducated.

Not using your position to 
favour your people.

Betrayal of your people.

Confronting someone publicly 
and causing them shame.

Speaking bluntly and directly, 
esp about a sensitive matter.

Stinginess, hoarding, lack of 
generosity.

Saying ‘No’ I won’t come to 
your function.

Being over-educated.



Strong

emotions



roots (deeply 

held beliefs)

trunk (the stories, 

why, future)

branches (how do you learn)

fruit (how do you 

live and operate)

Duncan Forbes, Ethnocentrism 

and how different cultures think

https://youtu.be/6tLpYRWTfHo

